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LEGAL EXECUTIVES

I am pleased to invite you to the 2019 Legal Executives Conference, the tenth since 1997 specifically for legal 
executives. Following the success of the last conference in 2017, it will again be held at Te Papa, a spacious and 
superb facility for such an event.
As always, the conference will provide an excellent opportunity to ensure you are up to date in your areas of 
practice and to extend your knowledge in other less familiar areas of law. I am confident that you will benefit from 
attending, not just from an educational perspective but also for the unique opportunity the conference provides to 
meet legal executives from across New Zealand, to network and to share ideas. 

Necia Parker

11.5 
CPD hours

   NZILE PRESIDENT

Necia Parker, New Zealand Institute of Legal Executives, Palmerston North

Necia is the President of The New Zealand Institute of Legal Executives and a Fellow of 
the Institute. She is employed by Terrace End Law, working mainly in residential and rural 
conveyancing, refinancing, estates, wills, powers of attorney and trusts. Necia is very involved in 
the local community and is a Judicial JP and marriage celebrant.

PRESIDENT'S INTRODUCTION

   CONFERENCE CHAIR

Pam Harliwich, Ryman Healthcare Ltd, Christchurch

Pam is a Senior Registered Legal Executive and is the team leader responsible for administration 
and conveyancing of the sale and surrender of units at Ryman's retirement villages throughout 
New Zealand and Australia. She is a Fellow of NZILE and is a past president. 

DAY ONE

 8.00-8.45 REGISTRATION

 8.45-9.00 WELCOME AND OPENING  |  Conference Chair: Pam Harliwich, NZILE President: Necia Parker, and 
 NZLS Executive Director: Helen Morgan-Banda

9.00-10.25 BITE-SIZED, CRUNCHY TOPICS

  This panel of subject-matter experts will update you and give you practical advice on the latest 
issues with:

•  AML/CFT – process and practical issues of due diligence
•  OIO – the latest issues
•  Brightline – the changing line in the sand?

Presenters   Henry Brandts-Giesen, Ian Jespersen, Duncan Terris

 10.25-10.55 MORNING TEA



PROGRAMME

10.55-11.05 SPONSOR SLOT – RYMAN HEALTHCARE

Speaker  Bernadette Forsdyke

11.05-11.35 LINZ – AN UPDATE

11.35-12.35 BREAKOUT SESSIONS 1 – A OR B

 A –  COMMERCIAL LEASING | Donna Hurley

  This session will enhance your understanding of the key provisions in commercial lease 
agreements, including rent reviews and how to address any seismic issues with buildings and 
land.

 B – RETIREMENT VILLAGES PANEL | John Collyns, Bernadette Forsdyke, Sandy Foster & 
Wendy Huston

 Retirement villages in New Zealand come in all shapes and forms. They offer an  
ever-increasing variety of accommodation and services for people. There are many different 
types of retirement villages available to choose from. Villages can have an emphasis on 
'lifestyle' with resort-style accommodation and facilities, some villages provide a full range of 
care options so residents can enjoy a village lifestyle for as long as they want. This panel will 
explain the different types of villages, what they offer, and different financial arrangements.

 12.35-1.30 LUNCH

1.30-2.15 LAND TRANSFER ACT 2017 – WHAT'S HAPPENING?

 Thomas will focus on the Land Transfer Act 2017 and Land Transfer Regulations 2018, and 
what they mean in practice – particularly as to:

•  Solicitor certificates
•  Covenants in gross (versus encumbrances)
•  Terminology
•  Implied terms for easements
•  Caveats
•  Time periods.

 With examples drawn from property transactions, subdivisions, and other situations, this 
session will provide practical guidance for all legal executives whose work touches on 
property.

Presenter  Thomas Gibbons

2.15-3.15 BREAKOUT SESSIONS 2 – A OR B

 A –  EPAS AND PPPR ACT APPLICATIONS | Annette Gray

  The not-so-new EPA forms are continuing to cause headaches for many. Annette will look at 
the troublesome parts and offer practical solutions to them. She will also discuss the tricky 
issues that can arise when making applications under the PPPR Act.

 B – UNIT TITLES | Josh Muir

 Unit Title ownership of property is still alive and well in New Zealand, and will continue to be 
so. New issues arise and old ones recur on a regular basis – Josh will address the latest issues 
to be alert to, including:

•  Body Corporate agreements – when purchasing a Unit Title property
•  Governance – proxy loading and other issues
•  Alterations – what needs permission from the Body Corporate, and what doesn’t
•  +60 housing – covenants.
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 3.15-3.30 AFTERNOON TEA

3.30-4.40 WILLS ACT

  In this session, Ingrid and Kim will examine the latest issues regarding:

•  General estate administration
•  Complex probate – what to look out for and not get tripped up on
•  Estates with assets held in multiple jurisdictions
•  FPA, TPA and PRA – drafting of wills.

Presenters   Kim James, Ingrid Taylor

 4.40-4.45 WRAP UP  |  Conference Chair: Pam Harliwich

 4.45-6.00 NETWORKING DRINKS AND NIBBLES

 

DAY TWO

 8.45-8.50 WELCOME BACK  |  Conference Chair: Pam Harliwich

8.50-9.50 THE CHANGING CULTURE OF THE LEGAL WORKPLACE

  In this interactive session, Steph will discuss events over the year in law, and how to improve 
your workplace, including:

•  Recent developments in the legal profession #metoo-law
•  Healthy versus unhealthy workplace culture
•  Dealing with inappropriate behaviour.

 Kerrin will talk about what the NZLS Taskforce is doing and has planned for the future.

Presenter   Steph Dyhrberg and Kerrin Humphrey

9.50-10.50 GENERAL ISSUES WITH RESIDENTIAL SALES AND PURCHASES

 Sandy will update you on the latest changes with the Sale and Purchase Agreement. She will 
then go on to consider:

•  Pre-contract warranties and how they work
•  Sale and purchase of rental properties and what to look out for
•  Council levies – associated with Airbnb, and rates.

Presenter   Sandy Donaldson

 10.50-11.20 MORNING TEA

 11.20-12.00 FORUM | NZILE

12.00-1.00 REGISTRAR EARLES – HOT TOPICS

 Registrar Earles will address best practice and procedure on hot topics and current matters,  
especially on the complex issues arising out of Letters of Administration.

Presenter   Registrar John Earles

1.00-2.00 LUNCH
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2.00-3.15 WINDING UP TRUSTS AND OTHER TRUSTS ISSUES

  Kimberly and Greg will focus on the options available to achieve, how to document, and 
common pitfalls in relation to the following:

•  'Winding up' a trust or bringing a trust to an end
•  Resettling trusts
•  Varying trust deeds 
•  Exercise of trustees' powers by attorneys. 

Presenters  Greg Kelly and Kimberly Lawrence

3.15-3.30 CONFERENCE WRAP UP 

LEARNING  
OBJECTIVES

In this conference you will:

•  Gain a working knowledge of the issues that Registered Legal Executives often face.

•  Develop the necessary skills to address issues and consider practical strategies for dealing with 
them. 

SPEAKERS  

Henry Brandts-Giesen, Partner, 
Kensington Swan, Auckland

Henry is an experienced corporate and 
commercial lawyer. He has experience 
and expertise in the new reporting 
regimes (FATCA and the Common 
Reporting Standard) to which financial 
institutions are now subject. 

John Collyns, Executive Director, 
Retirement Villages Assn, Wellington

John was appointed Executive Director 
in October 2008 and is responsible for 
policy, PR, and management. Prior to this, 
he was the Executive Director of the Bus 
and Coach Association, looking after the 
interests of the owners of bus services 
across NZ. 

Steph Dyhrberg, Partner, Dyhrberg 
Drayton, Wellington

Steph has 27 years' legal experience. 
She is a Vice President of the Wellington 
Branch Council of the NZLS, Convenor 
of the Wellington Women Lawyers' 
Assn, and is a Trustee of Mary Potter 
Hospice. Steph is active in the pay equity 
movement and appeared in the Bartlett 
litigation. In December 2018, Steph 
was awarded Wellingtonian of the Year 
for her contribution to tackling sexual 
harassment in the workplace.

Registrar John Earles, High Court & 
Ministry of Justice, Wellington

John, Registrar and Sheriff of the High 
Court of New Zealand and Specialist 
Technical Advisor to the Ministry of 
Justice, is located at the High Court in 
Wellington. He is co-author of the 5th 
and 6th editions of Dobbie's Probate and 
Administration Practice.

Sandy Foster, Managing Director, 
Whitby Lakes Retirement Village, Whitby

Sandy has over 20 years' experience 
as a developer, owner and operator of 
retirement villages. He is an owner of 
two villages, and also provides business 
and development planning consultancy 
services in the area of property 
development, with a specific focus 
on retirement villages and aged care 
accommodation, as well as affordable 
and social housing.

Bernadette Forsdyke, NZ Sales and 
Community Relations Manager, 
Ryman Healthcare

Bernadette began her career at Ryman 
as a sales advisor at Charles Fleming 
Retirement Village in Waikanae. She 
now manages the sales and community 
relations teams across over 30 Ryman 
villages throughout the country.

Sandy Donaldson, Senior Associate, 
Simpson Grierson, Auckland

Sandy is in the firm's commercial 
property group. She specialises in 
property law and property development 
(from small scale residential subdivisions 
to complex commercial developments). 
Sandy's expertise also extends to 
property and due diligence advice in 
residential and commercial developments 
and commercial leasing.

3



Donna Hurley, Senior Associate,  
Simpson Grierson, Wellington

Donna is in the Resources and 
Infrastructure Department. She 
specialises in property development, 
leasing, subdivision, acquisitions, and 
disposals of commercial property. Donna 
also advises local government and public 
sector clients on a range of issues, with a 
focus on property work and public works. 

SPEAKERS  

Wendy Huston, Chief Executive Officer, 
Kapiti Retirement Trust, Paraparaumu

Wendy has has overall responsibility for 
all the activities of the Trust. The role 
encompasses the sales process of the 
Licences to Occupy and implementing 
the strategic direction and developments, 
as determined by the governing Trust 
Board. 

Kim James, Legal Executive,  
Taylor Shaw, Christchurch

Kim is in the estates as part of the 
elder law team. She provides estate 
administration as well as management 
of associated trusts. In addition, Kim has 
over 25 years' experience in all aspects of 
property law including estates, residential 
conveyancing, and refinancing.  

Ian Jespersen, Senior Associate,  
Burton Partners, Auckland

Ian is a Fellow of NZILE and a Senior 
Associate at Burton Partners. He has 
over 35 years' experience dealing 
extensively with subdivisions (industrial, 
commercial and residential) including 
unit title developments and numerous 
complex canal and community based 
developments. 

Greg Kelly, Principal, Greg Kelly Law, 
Wellington
Greg has 40 years' experience in the wills, 
trusts and estate area. He is a contributor 
to Butterworth's Law of Trusts, probate 
and administration author for McGechan 
on Procedure, co-author of Garrow and 
Kelly Law of Trusts and Trustees (6th 
and 7th editions) and Dobbie's Probate 
and Administration Practice (5th and 6th 
editions).

Kimberly Lawrence, Senior Solicitor, 
Greg Kelly Law, Wellington

Kimberly advises clients dealing with 
difficult trust and estate problems, 
structures clients' affairs prior to death 
in order to minimise the risk of estate 
litigation, and acts in relation to trust and 
estate litigation of all kinds.

Josh Muir, Principal, Lockhart Legal, 
Auckland
Josh has a strong background in advising 
clients on property developments, 
unit title developments, subdivisions 
and assisting body corporates with 
issues relating to unit titles. He is 
also experienced in general property 
conveyancing, commercial leasing, estate 
planning as well as trust formation and 
administration.

Ingrid Taylor, Principal, Taylor Shaw, 
Christchurch

Ingrid leads the practice in trusts, 
commercial law, residential property, 
and elder law, including wills and 
estates. With over 25 years' experience, 
Ingrid has advised a wide range of 
clients across many industries including 
land development, engineering, 
manufacturing, building, architecture, 
fashion, farming, and technology.

Kerrin Humphrey, Culture Manager –
NZLS Taskforce, NZLS, Wellington

Kerrin was appointed Culture Manager in 
October 2018. She has a strong interest in 
workplace culture and behaviour having 
been in similar roles with NZ Defence 
Force and NZ Police prior to joining 
NZLS. 

Annette Gray, Partner, Buchanan Gray, 
Wellington

Annette has 25 years’ broad experience, 
with a particular interest in rights based 
law. She has been counsel for subject 
person for many years and is currently a 
District Inspector of Mental Health.

Duncan Terris, Terris Legal, 
Christchurch
Duncan has practised in a wide variety 
of property work for almost 30 years. 
He was involved in the development 
of e-dealing and continues as NZLS 
e-dealing consultant. Duncan has served 
on the NZLS Property Law Section 
Executive for more than 10 years and is 
the current Chair. 

Thomas Gibbons, Director,  
McCaw Lewis, Hamilton 

Thomas works with all kinds of bodies 
corporate, and across a broad range of 
legal issues, with recent work including 
advising on management agreements, 
maintenance issues and body corporate 
governance; as well as on unit title 
cancellation, redevelopment and 
subdivision work. 
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INFORMATION

NETWORKING DRINKS AND NIBBLES

The perfect opportunity to renew old aquaintances and meet new ones. Join us at the end of Day One for drinks, 
nibbles and a chat in the pre-function lobby.

ACCOMMODATION

It is highly recommended that you make your accommodation bookings as soon as possible as accommodation 
in Wellington over the dates of the 2019 NZLS CLE Legal Executives Conference is likely to be heavily booked 
due to scheduled events in the city. To book accommodation at the special 2019 NZLS CLE Legal Executives 
conference rates below, please contact the hotel directly. The below rates are on a first–come, first–served basis.

City Hotel Options – Please book your own accommodation – these are some suggestions. 

Copthorne Hotel, Oriental Bay – Harbour View Room (1 King or 2 Double)  

$215 (incl GST) including breakfast for 1 person                $240 (incl GST) including breakfast for 2 people

Email: Copthorne.Orientalbay@millenniumhotels.co.nz

Phone: 04 385 0279

Group Name: Legal Execs Conf  (Please Quote this when making a booking)

Group Confirmation Number: 7358172  (Please Quote this number when making a booking)

Details required at the time of booking: Guest First and Last Name, Dates of stay and Full and Valid Credit Card 
details.

West Plaza Hotel  

Queen Room $150 (incl GST) (Breakfast +$28)

Room rate only available via email or phone quoting 'Legalexecs'.

Email: reservations@westplaza.co.nz 

Phone: 0800 731 444 

VENUES

WELLINGTON
19 - 20 August 2019

Te Papa
55 Cable Street
Wellington
04 381 7000

LIVE WEB STREAM 
19 - 20 August 2019

At Your Computer

Please note: Live Web Stream registrations close 
3pm Friday 16 August

FEE (Incl GST)

The registration fee includes extensive materials, morning and afternoon teas and lunches on both days, and 
networking drinks and nibbles on the evening of day one. Materials are available when you register at the 
conference.

 Early Bird By 23 July 2019 or AFTER 23 July 2019

 NZILE members   $795   $845

 Non-members   $855   $905

 Live Web Stream   $775   $825
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LEGAL EXECUTIVES CONFERENCE 
REGISTRATION

Last Name First Name Title

Firm/Organisation

Address

PO Box:  DX:

Street Address:

Suburb:

Town/City: Postcode:

Phone:

Email:

Dietary Requirements:

BREAKOUT SESSION CHOICES

Please indicate by ticking boxes below 
which sessions you wish to attend. 
Choose one session only per time slot.

Breakout Session 1

Monday 19: 11:35 - 12:35

 A: Commercial Leasing

 B: Retirement Villages Panel

Breakout Session 2

Monday 19: 2:15 - 3:15

 A: EPAs and PPPR Act Applications

 B: Unit Titles   

REGISTER
ONLINE AT:  
www.lawyerseducation.co.nz 

POST TO: 
NZLS CLE Ltd, PO Box 5041,  
Wellington 6140, DX SP20202

FAX TO:  
04 463 2986

INQUIRIES
0800 333 111
registrations@lawyerseducation.co.nz

PRIVACY ACT 1993 
The information requested on this registration form is for 
NZLS CLE Ltd and the sponsors only.    

   
I do not wish the sponsors to receive my  
contact details.

REGISTER ME FOR

 WELLINGTON
19 - 20 AUGUST

 LIVE WEB STREAM 
19 - 20 AUGUST

Please note: Live Web Stream 
registrations close 3pm Friday 
16 August.

The most popular breakout 
sessions will be web streamed.

PAYMENT

  PAY BY ENCLOSED CHEQUE: Payable to ‘NZLS CLE Ltd’

  PAY BY DIRECT CREDIT:  Acc. Name ‘NZLS CLE Ltd. Acc. Number 12-3192-004-9995-00 
(Include your surname & name of organisation as the reference)

  PAY BY CREDIT CARD

Card Number: 

- - -

Expiry: 

/
Security 
code: 

Name on Card: Visa 

 Cardholders 
 Signature:

Mastercard

Amex 

FEE (Incl GST) - Includes book and all catering

Early Bird By 23 July 2019 or AFTER 23 July 2019

NZILE members   $795   $845

 Non-members   $855   $905

Live Web Stream   $775   $825

BOOK – pricing for conference registrants only

Books are available in Hard Copy AND/OR PDF. Please indicate your choice.

Hard Copy    OR $ no extra charge

PDF    OR $ no extra charge

Both Hard Copy and PDF + $30

CONFERENCE FEE        BOOK – BOTH HARD COPY AND PDF    TOTAL DUE

 $ + $ =   $

CANCELLATION AND REFUND POLICY. 
Please note: Minimum and maximum numbers apply. Registrations will be accepted on a first-come/first-served basis. Registrations close 10 working 
days before the presentation date (the closing date). NZLS CLE Ltd reserves the right to cancel the conference if it does not reach the budgeted minimum 
number of registrations. This decision will be made on the closing date and a full refund will be made to each registrant of the cancelled session. If you 
cancel your registration before the closing date, a refund will be made, less a $200 administration fee. After the closing date, there will be no refund.  
You may transfer your registration until five working days before the presentation. Please advise NZLS CLE Ltd in writing of the change.

*BOOK

Hard Copy
Your book will be given to you when you 
register on the day.

PDF
You will be emailed a PDF copy of the 
book 3 working days before the event.

Both Hard Copy & PDF
You will be emailed a PDF copy of the 
book 3 working days before the event, 
and you can collect the hard copy book 
when you register on the day.
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